
About Linocut printmaking

TOOLS

Brayer: for rolling out ink Carving handle and tip

paper 

carved away
left intact 
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Glass, mirror, plastic: smooth 
surface for rolling out ink 

Piece of art linoleum 
(or softer material 
called Speedy-cut)

Printmaking ink, ideally-
can be water or oil based

Spoon 

$15+ $5 + $1.50 $2 $5
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STEPS

Design your image on the 
linoleum

Draw it in reverse. You could: 
sketch it, transfer it from a 
photocopy with a photo-

copy pen, cut it out of paper 
then trace around it...

Plan where you will cut 
away from the design

Anything you carve away 
will show the paper, not 

the ink.  This is the relation-
ship between positive and 

negative space.

Carving

Carve the linoleum slowly, 
carve away from you, and 

don’t put your (other) 
hand between the tool 

and the path it’s on.

Place the paper on top of the 
linoleum. Use your hand or the 
back of a spoon to apply even 

pressure. Large images will 
look best with a tool called a 
“baren”: a hand-tool that is a 

disk with a nylon surface, 
instead of the spoon.

Lift the paper slowly. You will 
learn by trial and error how 

much ink and pressure is 
required. 

Each print is unique. Cherish 
the imperfections.

A note on printing on fabric... it’s 
possible with special fabric inks, if 
the design is treated like a stamp. 
Detailed images are more di�cult 

with this technique.

Inking

Place a small amount of 
ink on the �at surface 

(glass, mirror, plastic). Roll 
the brayer to smooth out 
the ink. Ink the linoleum.

Printing
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Printing continued...

- It is an inexpensive way of making original art
- You can easily make multiples of the same image
- It’s a  ‘relief’ printing method: carving away the surface area to make the print 
- Prints can be high-contrast/bold, �ne/detailed, one colour, many colours... 
- Text and the images need to be carved in reverse (mirror image)


